Camp TASL Campfire Session High School
Jackson 2012 Co-facilitators: Lora Ann Black and Sarah Searles
Sometimes we only have a “Minute to Win It!” when it comes to providing services.  As librarians we are under tremendous time restraints in all areas of our job from time to talk to teachers to promote our program to mega-multitasking in efforts to serve all.  These ideas are all relatively inexpensive and quick to implement and will help you win over patrons.  Thanks to everyone who participated in the share session in Jackson.  Hope these very brief notes help you remember some of the great ideas our campers had.  I apologize for not getting your name with your idea.
Display idea: Don’t judge a book by its movie!
Have a digital frame, rotate pictures of reading kids and display on circulation desk.
Carry new books down the hall to give personally to teachers they target; check it out to them ahead of time so if they keep it, it’s recorded.

 Woodworking shop class built a three-sided display tree, can decorate with tinsel and seasonal decorations or just use as display shelving.  You can place the book on it like ornaments.
Work with art teacher to put together student art work to display in the library. This introduces student ownership and makes students comfortable in your area.
Work with Spanish teacher to put Spanish language labels all over the library.

“Music Monday”: make a weekly display about the topics being studied in a music class, play soft music at circulation desk and put a small card explaining what was playing and why.

Make bright orange “tent” cards for test takers, train students to pick one up when they sign-in, have testing rules and procedures noted on “tent” card, teach students to place on their testing table and make it apparent to others that they’re testing and shouldn’t be interrupted. This also makes it easy to identify testers for us and for other teachers/staff who might be in the library.
Keep a basket on circulation desk with student supplies (paper, scissors, glue) and anyone can use what’s in it.

Offer creative ways for teachers to utilize you space (evaluation () and maximize use.  For example, keep green screen posted in an extra room for students to use for class projects.

Collaboration contest for teachers, create monthly gimmicks to offer prizes for sharing collaboration ideas (free lamination, trade for a bus duty, whatever).

Wall with “Red Hot Happenings” to display student news articles.

Create a list of vocabulary words to keep on hand for quick last minute lessons to use when you are called upon to watch someone’s class in a pinch.  Our example was Romeo and Juliet vocabulary list.  Have students draw/color pictures and define/use in sentences.  If you need to extend to more time facilitate sharing activity.
Collaborate with geography teachers and make “Where in the World is that College?” bracket board as promotional during March Madness.  Trivia questions like “how many of those schools are in states that border Tennessee?”  Post in cafeteria, where coaches are forever stuck with lunch supervision.

Make the library the “picture spot” for sports signings and other important events. Your library will make the paper too if you are the perfect hostess and create a Kodak moment that has your library in the background.  Great parent PR time too.
Create a “Collegiate Corner” space with homey rather than of school-y furniture.  Make it comfortable and adult-looking space.  This is a great space to promote VSBA books.

Use a Black Friday promotional to introduce VSBA books; get news crew to film kids running in to VSBA shelf and fighting over books.  This makes for a great commercial/promotional and will increase circulation.
Use school pictures like Student Council, sports teams, drama productions etc.  for computer screensavers

To gather background information and establish connections to the lesson, use a beach ball/soccer ball, label (on strips of tape) with questions, toss around and have students read the question and have all respond with visual indicator like “thumps up”; gather background information and use in evaluations for grouping, establishing common knowledge to connect lesson content, etc.

Use the website Number2.com. This has an ACT word and math question of the day that you can post or make it your home page.  It changes automatically every day. It is great to train teachers/students to use it as a filler when students are transitioning from classroom to lab and are waiting for every to get settled and for the teacher to get regrouped in her new space.
Online-stopwatch.com has several types of timers.  Send out an e-mail to share with teachers. You can use on the big screen and individual computers.
Learn to use Pinterest and hook up with fellow educators.

Remember, the “OO” in the word BOOKS can be turned into eyeballs.  Use it to draw attention to and encourage students to “look”.
Use attention getters on your fiction section.  For example, write facts and saying on fun note paper like a turkey.  Mix it up with fun things like “Gobble up a good book!” and serious notes like “Be thankful if you can read…21 million Americans can’t read at all and 45 million are marginally illiterate.  Change seasonally.
Make Valentine cards with catchy ACT vocabulary to give to students who come to the library on that special day!

Create an ACT display “Make a commitment to studying and you will love your ACT score!” and place information/resources to help prepare for the ACT.  This librarian used a BIG Valentine and wrote a catchy/humorous poem about your ACT score make you a more desirable date.

Smile, it takes less than a minute and the effect is so lasting. (
